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Court leaves plaintiffs with options
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Utility poles and wires lie on the ground near a large puddie
at Pratt and Beech streets in Fitchburg after-an ice storm on
Dec. 12, 2008. The state's Supreme Judicial Court left the
door open for plaintiffs in their effort to sue Unitil, which
provides electricity for much of the region, for what they say
was a failure to restore power in a timely fashion during the

storm. SENTINEL & ENTERPRISE FILE PFHOTO
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Jim O'Connor, one of
the attorney’s represent-
ing the plaintiffs, said he
is pleased with the results.

“We're very heartened
by this decision,” O’'Connor
said, “It's some good direc-
tion from the court. Thls
thing is far from over.”

O’Conpor said he will
meet with his clients in
the future to discuss the
options.

Cathy.Clark, one of the
12 plaintiffs, also
expresged joy in regard to
the ruling.
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I think it's a small vic-
tory among a bigger vic-
tory in the future,” Clark

' said. “I'm also happy that

what's still part of the

-case is Unitil could be”

removed from our service
provider in this region.
It’s all positive, so moving
forward we can look for-
ward to & bigger victory.”

During an initial hear-.
ing in March, attorneys
for Unitil argued that the
cage should not win an
appeal because while
some residents were with+
out power for weeks after.
the 2008 ice storm, others,
had electricity restored v

within hours.

In their suit, the plaitL
tiffs allege that Unitil wds
unprepared for the. stomn ;
and subsequently fell <.
ghort of obhgatlons to f 2 t
restore power quickly dziit
provide people with negés~
sary information.
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